CALL TO ACTION…EASY AS 1

2

3

SB1318 – SCHOOLS; DYSLEXIA
SCREENING; TRAINING
1 	Act Now – Contact the Arizona House of Representatives Education Committee Members listed
below. Urge their support of SB1318 in committee.
		
Rep. Michelle Udall, Education Committee Chair
		
Rep. John Filmore, Education Committee Vice Chair
		
Rep. Nancy Barto
		
Rep. Leo Biasiucci
Rep. Isela Blanc
		
Rep. Reginald Bolding
		
Rep. Frank Carroll
		
Rep. Regina Cobb
		
Rep. Aaron Lieberman
		
Rep. Jennifer Pawlik
		
Rep. Gerae Paten
		
Rep. T.J. Shope
		
Rep. Kelly Townsend

(602) 926-5856 or mudall@azleg.gov
(602) 926-3187 or jfilmore@azleg.gov
(602) 926-5766 or nbarto@azleg.gov
(602) 926-3018 or lbiasiucci@azleg.gov
(602) 926-5187 or iblanc@azleg.gov
(602) 926-3132 or rbolding@azleg.gov
(602) 926-3248 or fcarroll@azleg.gov
(602) 926-3126 or rcobb@azleg.gov
(602) 926-3300 or alieberman@azleg.gov
(602) 926-3193 or jpawlik@azleg.gov
(602) 926-4842 or gpaten@azleg.gov
(602) 926-3012 or tshope@azleg.gov
(602) 926-4467 or ktownsend@azleg.gov

2 	Contact your State Representative. If you do not know your State Representative or Legislative
District CLICK HERE and enter your address in the yellow line to locate your state legislative
district. Once you have identified your legislative district or if you already know your legislative
district CLICK HERE to find your State Representative along with their contact information.
3 	Plan to attend and testify or show-up and register your support of SB1318 in the House of
Representatives Education Committee on date TBD. Testimony might be limited to one–two
minutes per speaker. When you arrive at the House building at 1700 W Washington, register to
speak (or support) at one of the kiosks located in the House lobby. Everyone should register, even
if you do not want to speak.
—see next page—

SB1318 INCLUDES THE
FOLLOWING PROVISIONS:
n	AZ

Department of Education to designate a
dyslexia specialist to work with school districts

n	AZ

Department to provide a list of educational
opportunities related to dyslexia (including one
on-line).

		● Training must:
			 ● C
 omply with the knowledge and practice
standards of an international organization
on dyslexia that is designated by the
department of education
			 ● E
 nable the teacher to understand and
recognize dyslexia
			 ● E
 nable the teacher to implement instruction
that is systematic explicit and evidencebased to meet the educational needs of
students with dyslexia.

n	The AZ

Department of Education shall develop a
dyslexia plan that includes:

		● Screening for risk factors of dyslexia (note this
screening not a medical diagnosis – they can
be done quickly and for very little expense and
could be done at the same time students are
screened for hearing and vision)
		● Guidance for notifications to parents if a
student is identified as being at risk for
diagnosis
		● Create the plan in coordination with dyslexia
stakeholders
n	Dyslexia

screening tests shall be cost-effective
and include:

		● Phonological awareness
		● Rapid naming skills
		● The correspondence between sound
and letters
		● A family history of difficulty in learning to read

WHEN TALKING TO OR EMAILING A LEGISLATOR:
n	Always

be respectful and non-threatening (you
get more with honey)

n	Tell

n	If

n	Let

you live in their legislative district let them know.
An email from a resident that votes in their district
has a bigger impact.

your personal story – our students are struggling.
Let them know why their yes vote is important.
them know they can contact you for more
information.

n	Thank

them for their time and support.

TALKING POINTS ON SB1318
n	SB1318

is partnered after legislation passed in
Oregon in 2015.

n	At

least 42 States have dyslexia screening requirements
including: Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Missouri, Nebraska,
Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Carolina,
Ohio, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas,
Washington and Wyoming. It is time for Arizona to
do the same.

n	Up

to 1-in-5 people have dyslexia or a reading related
disability (approximately 325,000 students in Arizona)
according the National Institutes of Health.

n	Screening

for risk factors for dyslexia is required not
a medical diagnosis.

n	Screenings

can be completed in 5-20 minutes
depending on the screening program.

n	Screenings

can cost between $0 and $50 per student
depending on the screening program.

n	Dyslexia

screening can be done along with vision or
hearing screening, or during benchmark testing.

n	Dyslexia

can be identified by age 5 ½ with 92% accuracy
(National Institutes of Health).

n	95%

of dyslexic students will read proficiently at grade
level if they receive the right kind of instruction by
1st grade (National Institutes of Health).

n	If

dyslexia intervention is delayed until 4th grade it takes
four times as long to improve the same skills by the
same amount (Susan Hall – Straight Talk About Reading).

n	44%

of third graders in Arizona are proficient or highly
proficient, 56% are minimally or partially proficient in
language arts (2018 AzMerit).

n	75%

of students that are poor readers in 3rd grade
will remain poor readers in 9th grade (Sally Shaywitz
et all 1998).

n	Poor

reading skills are the leading cause of High School
drop outs (US Department of Education).

n	80%

of inmates in a Huntsville, Texas, State Prison were
functionally illiterate, and 48% were dyslexic (University
of Texas Medical Brach at Galveston – 2000).

n	Dyslexia

can be mild, moderate, severe or profound,
there is no connection to IQ.

n	Dyslexia

is genetic.

